
 
 

 
 

 
Visiting Sandstone in 2026  

 

 
 

Sandstone Estates is a large agricultural estate close to the Maluti Mountain Range 

in the Eastern Free State, offering scenic wide open spaces, huge heritage collections, 

and even a 27 km-long private Railway System 

— all of which can be tailored to suit your visit. 

 

See our limited special offer on Seb’s Heart of Africa Railway for 
2026 below! 

 

Sandstone Attractions 

 
Sandstone Estates is open to visitors all year round and we have put together a programme which 

enables you to select from a menu of options.  Once you have had a chance to review these options we 

will provide you with a quotation to suit your requirements. We are open Monday to Friday with visits by 

appointment on Saturdays up till 12h00 and closed on Sundays. 



 
 

 
1) The entrance fee including a simple walking tour of all our Heritage assets    

 
The walking tour involves approximately a 2-hour visit.  We walk you through all the buildings 

including our tractor collection, 2-ft Narrow Gauge workshops, Traction Engines, Buses, Cars, Military 

Vehicles and many other items of interest. Refreshments are available.  

Walking Tours are available on weekdays but must be pre-booked on Saturdays up to 12h00.  

Please note we are closed on Sundays. 

 

The cost is as follows: R390-00 inclusive of VAT per person. 

 
2)  Our Heritage Collection and Stationary Engine Museum which is visited as part 

of the walking tour                                                
 

  
                                                                     

 

Our tractor and road steam collection, part of the Heritage collection. 

 

 

 

 
 

The new Stationary Engine Museum. 

 

 



 
 

 
3)  A trip to the Lesotho Border and back in our 1910 BSA Rail Car or Wickham Rail   

Trolley 
 
If time is of the essence and it is a small group, we can offer a trip in our BSA Rail Car. This is a 1910 

classic Edwardian Rail Car which has been updated with new technology.  However, in all respects it 

provides an authentic experience.  Although it is original and not from Uganda it is modelled on one that 

was owned and used by the High Commissioner for Uganda in 1910 as his private rail car. An alternative 

tour, lasting around ninety minutes, encompasses the entire rail system. 

The cost per trip in our BSA (3 passengers) or Wickham Rail Trolley (8 passengers) which can be used 

with your tour is as follows: 

 

1) R1450-00 incl VAT per trip to the Lesotho border. 

2) R4140-00 incl VAT per trip covering the Hoekfontein, Grootdraai and Mooihoek Sections. 

 

 

  
 

                             The BSA Rail Car.                                     The Wickham Rail Trolley. 

 

4) Our Narrow Gauge Steam Railways 

 
We have the largest private 2-ft Narrow Gauge Railway in the world with over 20 locomotives in use and 

two separate lines, one of which runs through a Game Reserve! 

 

Seb’s Heart of Africa Railway  

For groups of up to a maximum 30 people we can offer a steam train trip on Seb’s Heart of Africa Railway. 

This line runs through a game reserve. The railway is named after the grandson of one of Sandstone’s 

directors. 

 

One of the great dilemmas that the Sandstone Narrow Gauge railway faced was the large diversity of 

locomotives at our disposal. Our smaller locomotives tend to not see use on our “main” line so it was 

decided to build an entirely separate line. This would be a gentler ride behind little locomotives which 

would give people the ability to observe in miniature almost what a passenger steam experience was 

all about.  Using our smallest locomotives, like the 1899 Decauville, we use a special set of open sided 

carriages which allowed the passengers to be at one with their immediate environment. Seb’s Heart of 

Africa Railway travels through the open savannah, across a big dam, where the train pauses or 

passengers to admire the view, and through a wonderful moody forest. At this point one could almost 

be in Germany or Slovakia. 

 

A LIMITED SPECIAL OFFER ON SEB’S HEARTOF AFRICA RAILWAY! 
 

For a limited period only, we can offer a trip on Seb’s Heart of Africa Railway 

for 20 people and a Walking Tour for just R6900 including VAT! That is a 
huge saving per head so book now while the offer lasts! The train may be 

hauled by steam or diesel traction depending on availability. 
 

 



 

 

The Main Line 

 

Alternatively, or for larger groups, we can provide a steam excursion with one of our rare and very 

unique locomotives.  At one end of the scale, we have a half hour steam trip to the border and back, but 

for larger groups which can cater for 100 passengers or more, we have the option of a longer trip around 

the entire rail system using one of our big Narrow Gauge Garratts.  These obviously have to be planned 

in detail in advance.  The latter trip requires bigger locomotives for the gradients and distance and 

therefore is obviously proportionally more expensive. If you are interested in either of these two options, 

please let us know and we will provide you with a quotation. 

 

 

Our photo gallery shows a train on Seb’s Heart of Africa Railway and a main line charter for a larger 

number of passengers. 

 

 

 
 

 

A train on Seb’s Heart of Africa Railway. 

 

 

 
 

 

Our 1915 NG10 locomotive on a special charter 

 



 

 

 
 

 

5) Our famous Afrikaner Oxen 

 
We have a team of trained Afrikaner oxen who can be in-spanned at the client’s request.  We have a 

variety of ox wagons, and we can seat up to 8-people. We recommend a slow trip out to our airfield and 

a return by foot, or you can be collected in a Samil 20 Troop Carrier or the BSA Rail Car depending on 

the size of the group.  

 

Pricing is R1582-00 incl VAT per trip. Pre booking is essential. 

 

           

 
 
 

Working oxen. 

 

 



 

6)  Contact us 
For all visitor enquiries contact  

 

Mariette Palmer T:+27(0)64 752 3852  

mariettep@sandstone.co.za 
 

Or book online at www.sandstone-estates.com via the Contact Us tab. 

 

Please remember that Sandstone Estates is a working farm. All visitors must sign an indemnity form 

before entering the Estate. 

Sandstone reserves the right to change the advertised programme without notice. 

Visitors are welcome Monday to Friday and by appointment on Saturdays, 

Sandstone Estates is closed on Sundays. 

 

To see what you can experience at Sandstone click on this link for a short video on Sandstone events. 

 

https://youtu.be/kpQg9zB8T2g  

 

Please note that we do not accept cash payments, only Debit Cards, Credit Cards and EFT. 

 
 

Scan this QR code for 

the Contact Us URL on 

our website 

 

 
10) How to get to Sandstone Estates 
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BY ROAD: 

From Johannesburg: 

Take the N3 Durban SANRAL Toll Route, use the 2nd exit marked to Villiers/Frankfort just before the toll gate. Turn 
right towards Frankfort on the route marked R26 and bypass the town. 2km past Frankfort, turn left towards Reitz, 
Tweeling and Bethlehem.  * Once at Bethlehem, turn right to travel on the main street through the town centre. At 
Commissioner Street, turn left towards Fouriesburg/Ficksburg. Once you reach Fouriesburg, drive ±35km towards 
Ficksburg and you will see Sandstone Estates signboard on the left — turn left onto a dirt road. You will need to sign 
in with the guard at the gate.  

Please note that the R70 route from Senekal to Ficksburg is in extremely poor condition and should be avoided until 
further notice. 

From Durban: 

Take the N3 northward SANRAL Toll Route to Harrismith, follow the signs to Bethlehem and continue from the * in 
above text 

From Cape Town: 

Take the N1 SANRAL Toll Route to Bloemfontein, take the Ladybrand exit and follow the signs to Ficksburg. Once in 
Ficksburg, follow the signs for the route marked R26 eastward to Fouriesburg. Approximately 14km out of Ficksburg, 
you will see Sandstone Estates signboard on the right — turn right onto a dirt road. You will need to sign in with the 
guard at the gate. 

FINDING SANDSTONE ESTATES on GPS 

BY ROAD:  Our GPS co-ordinates are: S28° 50' 41.12” E28° 00' 15.94” 

We are situated on the R26, just north-east of the town of Ficksburg in the Eastern Free State, South Africa. 

FOR LIGHT AIRCRAFT (confirm beforehand) 

Fly in to our 1000m grassed airstrip at S28° 50' 36"   E28° 00' 18" 

BY COMMERCIAL AIR SERVICE: 

The nearest International Airport is Johannesburg OR Tambo. The nearest Regional Airport is Bloemfontein and for 
chartered aircraft, Ficksburg. The coordinates for Ficksburg Airport are 

S28° 49' 30" E27° 54' 30"  

Car Rental at Bloemfontein Airport: 

NAME TEL NO FAX NO WEBSITE 
    

Avis 051-4332331 051-4332637 www.avis.co.za 

Imperial 051-4333511 051-4332480 www.imperialcarrental.co.za  

Europcar 051-4333511 051-4332480 www.europcar.co.za 

Budget 051-4332381  www.budget.co.za 

Hertz 051-4002100 051-4002110 www.hertz.co.za 

Tempest Sixt 051-4332146 051-4332167 www.tempestcarhire.co.za  

 

By Coach: 

The only coach company servicing Ficksburg is Intercape Coaches but this is only in peak season (i.e. in December)  

Alternatively should you need or prefer professional assistance with your travels plans The Association of South 
African Travel Agents website http://www.asata.co.za/general/search.asp will help you to find a travel agent in the 
Free State area as well as other parts of South Africa.  

http://www.avis.co.za/
http://www.imperialcarrental.co.za/
http://www.europcar.co.za/
http://www.budget.co.za/
http://www.hertz.co.za/
http://www.tempestcarhire.co.za/
http://www.asata.co.za/general/search.asp


 
 
 

 
 
 
Ver 3/Jan 2026.  

 


