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Losing your marbles
Marbles are not just for children. The fierce game, in which competitors aim 
to knock 49 marbles from a marked circle using their own “tolley” marble, has 
been played for centuries, but at The Greyhound pub at Tinsley Green, West 
Sussex in the UK, they take their marbles seriously. The British & World Marbles 
Championship is held here annually, this year taking place on 18 April. The 
event attracts players from all over the world to The Greyhound’s purpose-built 
platform, which dates back in its current form to the 1930s, although reputedly the 
tradition of a competition here goes back as far as Elizabethan times. Expect a 
serious attitude to the game, made lighter by fancy dress and plenty of fun. You’ll 
likely walk away with a pocket full of multi-coloured marbles and the inspiration to 
get back into the game.
www.greyhoundmarbles.com

The witching hour
Witches and warlocks are said to gather on Walpurgisnacht on 30 April in the Harz Mountains  
in Germany. According to local mythology, the magical beings gather throughout the 
mountains before flying to Brocken on broomsticks or goats to recount the year’s deeds as 
they await the arrival of Spring. The festival may sound fierce, but in the town of Thale, hordes  
of 35,000 attend the colourful events, dressing in costumes and dancing around bonfires until 
the wee hours of the morning. Bands create a party atmosphere and a phenomenal  
multimedia laser show is performed on four towers with fiery effects. The festivities culminate  
in a spectacular fireworks display, lighting up the night and welcoming the new season. 
Alternative celebrations are held across the country, including in Berlin. Be bewitched.
www.walpurgismarkt-thale.de

Loving grains
Love is in the air in Miao in Taijiang, China, 
where 14 – 16 April sees the Sisters’ Meal 
Festival match up prospective partners in 
a courtship ritual for young Miao or Hmong 
people that revolves around the medium 
of sticky rice. Set to music from the lusheng 
[reed instrument], amid dancing, paper-
dragon fights and buffalo sparring, suitors 
come to woo the young Miao women, who 
adorn themselves in exquisite embroidery 
and heavy silver jewellery. The men serenade 
the women and present a parcel of dyed 
rice to their potential wives. The women give 
back different rice-parcels, containing a 
coded message. Two chopsticks in the rice 
indicates an acceptance of the proposal and 
a single chopstick is a polite refusal. Garlic is 
a definitive rejection. While the youngsters 
set about their wooing ways, the elders catch 
up with distant friends and family at the 
markets, or row dugout canoes on the river 
beside the festival ground. The evening sees 
music, dancing and merriment.
www.cnta.com

global
go

Periscope
It’s a sporting month, but perhaps not in the 
way you know it. From boomerang-throwing 
to downhill racing, these festivals showcase 
far-from-common sporting treats.

AUSTRALIA: WORLD BOOMERANG CUP
After a 22-year absence, the World 
Boomerang Cup makes its way back to 
Perth from 12 – 23 April. Competitors from 16 
to 70 years-old join the line-up to combine 
mathematics, science and athleticism in 
hurling sport boomerangs and hoping they 
come back.
wbcperth2014.com

AUSTRIA: GOURMET CLASS SKIING
During this legendary giant slalom event 
on 9 – 10 April, hoteliers, sommeliers, and 
waiters do battle on the slopes at Ischgl, 
demonstrating their short swing turns to 
earn the World Champion title. The race of 
the year for the hospitality industry goes 
whooshing down the resort’s slopes.
www.ischgl.com

FRANCE: BOL D’OR
The Bol d’Or is a major international 
motorcycling event on 26 – 27 April, with 
fun events and activities thrown into the 
mix for the whole family. The 24-hour race 
is complemented by exhibitors from the 
motoring world, a big fun fair and two 
rock concerts.
www.int.rendezvousenfrance.com

SWEDEN: RED BULL HOME RUN
This race on the slopes at Åre on 20 April, 
starts after the lifts close for the day. 
Everyone begins at the same time without 
skis or a snowboard – kitting-up is part 
of the race. As soon as the starting signal 
sounds it’s a rush to don equipment and 
get downhill as fast as possible. 
www.skistar.com

UK: INTERNATIONAL PILLOW FIGHT DAY
Feathers will fly in Trafalgar Square, London 
on 5 April with this fun frenzy. The rules are 
simple: don’t hit anyone holding a camera 
and don’t hit anyone without a pillow, swing 
lightly, remove your glasses, and use soft 
pillows only.
www.pillowfightday.com    

Down and dirty
Get ready for some filthy fun in Amsterdam, 
the Netherlands, with the Muddy Mates 
adventure challenge – a five-kilometre mud-
run. This adventure race invites teams of two 
or more to tackle a course packed with 12 
obstacles, including mud-pits, rope nets and 
crawls. Runners don’t need to be seasoned 
athletes – they just need to be willing to get 
dirty and help one another throughout the 
challenging course. Naturally, there are prizes 
for the fastest competitors, but other awards 
are given for outfits in the categories of 
‘Weirdest’, ‘Muddiest’, and ‘Best Team’. There’s 
even a Mini Muddy Course for juniors between 
the ages of 4 and 11 to make sure everyone 
winds up mud-coated. A day-long festival 
kicks off after the races, with live music and 
food for mucky pups both young and old. 
http://en.muddymates.eu

Steaming South Africa
The annual Stars of Sandstone Steam Heritage Festival takes place at Sandstone Estates 
near Ficksburg in South Africa from 12 – 21 April, celebrating the myriad steam-driven vehicles 
and machines that have been restored to pristine condition at the Estates in celebration of 
the origins of transportation from days gone by. Military vehicles, trek oxen, old tractors, steam 
lorries, traction engines, locomotives, vintage buses and cars all take centre stage against the 
backdrop of the impressive Eastern Free State landscape with the majestic Maloti Mountains 
of the Lesotho Highlands looming in the distance. A more picturesque backdrop for the vast 
vintage steam collection is near-impossible to find. Sandstone’s world-renowned 26-kilometre 
narrow gauge railway forms the backbone of the event, which attracts steam enthusiasts from 
across the globe. All aboard for this vintage revival festival.
www.sandstone-estates.com
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