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' PANHARD: World’s oldest working petrol motor car
~Garrett wagon rebuild - Buying a model steam locomotive?




Fowler B5 crane engine No 9405 of 1902, Sentinel S4No [
9178 of 1935 and McLaren traction engine No 797 of 1904, |&= e
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Fowler B5 can‘e engine |
No 9405 of 1902.
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Ex-Beira Railway (Mocambique) 2ft gauge 4-4-0s built |
© by Falcon of Loughborough with McLaren traction |

engine No 767 of 1904 ‘chasing’. ALL: MIKE SQUIRE




inspection Railcar with
1913 BSA-built body.

Marshall Colonial No 53048 of 1910 with
Star drilling mac

N LATE March and early April 2012 a 10-day

gala entitled ‘Kalahari Sunrise’ was organised

by Sandstone Estates at Hoekfontein, near

Ficksburg in Free State, South Africa, which
was attended by enthusiasts from all over the
world, reports Mike Squire.

The title referred to the introduction in
German South West Africa (now Namibia) of a
600mm 2-8-2 locomotive in 1912, so 2012 was
the centenary of the class which carries the
nickname ‘Kalahari’ after the desert area in
which it operated. Sandstone has a restored
example of a later version of the class and there
are two similar locomotives being restored at
Dinas on the Welsh Highland Railway.

Twenty railway locomotives were advertised
to be used at various times on the 2ft gauge
system over 10 days, together with a number
of road steam vehicles, portable engines,
military vehicles, buses, tractors, cars and an
ox cart hauled by a team of Afrikaner oxen.

Each day different steam locomotives were
used and in the affernoon one passenger
train ran over the whole line, taking an
hour and a half. In the morning it was usual
for the Sentinel waggon or a traction engine
to accompany the smaller railway
locomotives on the flat section. On some
days military vehicles also appeared and
also the ox catt. The steam locomotives were
a very mixed bunch ranging from a very
small Decauville 0-4-0T to two very attractive
4-4-0s built in the 1890s for the Beira Railway
in Mozambique and the previously
mentioned ‘Kalahari’ and Garretts.

Sentinel $4 waggon No 9178 of 1935
McLaren traction engine No 767 of 1904
Fowler B5 crane engine No 9405 of 1902
Marshall Colonial traction engine No
53048 of 1909

Fowler road roller No 19543 of 1935

The 2012 Traction Engine Register shows
Marshall No 53048 as a 4nhp tractor at
Shaftesbury, Dorset, being imported from
South Africa. Tt is shown as being a ‘special
light traction’ with steam dome boiler. As
can be seen, the engine in South Africa
appears to be bigger but it does have a
hoiler which conforms to the description in
the Traction Engine Register. T saw this
engine at Sandstone in 2005 and assume that
it had not come to the UK. Incidentally the
Sandstone website shows this engine as

No 53048 so is the engine shown as based
at Shaftesbury the same engine?

There were also a number of rollers stored
in various states of repair. Two Fowler
ploughing engines Nos 12457 and 12458 of
1912 seen in the open in unrestored
condition in 2005 were in the same state but
had at least been moved under cover.
Working was an inspection car using the
body of a 1913 BSA 4-seater car.

Please note, Sandstone Estates is very much
private property with a high level of security
and prior permission to visit is a must.

A SIMILAR event to ‘Kalahari Sunset’ is
being proposed from May 4-12, 2013
entitled ‘Stars of Sandstone’. Details can be
found at www.sandstone-estates.com and
a visit is highly recommended. Further
details can be obtained via Kirsten Rose at
Sandstone, email kirstenr@sandstone.co.za




